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Dear Cavers,

The Romanian Speleological Federation organizes during July 2nd – 8th, 2018 the 12th edition 
of BALKAN CAVER'S CAMP, the international caver’s meeting, which this year will include both 
the Romanian Speleological Congress and the "Speoarta" International Media Contest. The 
event will take place in Baru Mare, in the Haţeg County, at the crossroads of the three famous 
parks: Retezat National Park, the UNESCO Dinosaurs Geopark and Grădiştea Muncelului-Cio-
clovina Natural Park. Because this year we also celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of Emil Ra-
covita, the founding father of international biospeleology and Romanian speleology, we plan 
this event to be a special one, bringing together personalities from around the world of caving. 
The program will include special presentations, seminars, field trips, several caves in the Şurea-
nu and Retezat Mountains, and of course photo exhibitions and multimedia shows. The Şureanu 
Mountains are history laden as they were the epicenter of Romania’s ancient people, the Tran-
sylvanian Dacians. It is an area with a very special past, marked by tales and legends, where 
some of the most beautiful Romanian caves are present: Sura Mare, Cioclovina, Tecuri, Cocol-
bea, but also ancient citadels that have left their mark on European history and culture, which 
we invite you to discover.

Spencer Coca
President Romanian Speleological Federation

Location
The event will take place in Baru Mare village, Hunedoara County, on the campus premises of 
“Babeș Bolyai” University, where all administrative activities (like registration for daily trips) and 
most presentations will be held. The camping site and the meal tents will also be located here.

Caves
Several types of caves will be visited during the BALKAN CAVER’S CAMP, which are grouped 
in three categories:

Dry Caves that do not require rope access gear or wetsuits and which are accessible to all spe-
leologists:

Cioclovina Uscată
Tecuri
Cocolbea
Bolii
Sub Cetate

Wet Caves crossed by one or more underground rivers, partially displaying sump passages, 
where the watercourse cannot be avoided and where wetsuits are a must:

Șura Mare
Ponorici-Cioclovina
Piatra Topliţei

Vertical Caves requiring rope access gear and skills:

Dosul Lăcșorului
Fundătura Hobeni
Gaura Oanei
Pălăriei
Alunii Negrului
Zeicului

 
Mountain hiking and cultural activities
Apart from the above mentioned caves, there will be also several guided mountain hiking and 
canyoning tours organised in:

  The Retezat Mountains - Lake Bucura and Peleaga Peak 2509 m alt.
  Retezatul Mic - Piule Iorgovanu area including canyons
  Parâng Mountains - Parang Mountain peak rise 2519 m alt.
  Sureanu Mountains - the Ponor Foundation area

Furthermore, we will organise visits to the most renowned cultural sites from the Haţeg County, 
namely:

Ancient Dacian fortresses from the Orăştie Mountains, the most important being Sarmisegetu-
za Regia, the capital of the Dacians.
St. Nicholas Church in Densuș, the oldest religious building in Romania where masses are still 
being held.
Hunyad Castle in Hunedoara, an architectural jewel much appreciated by tourists and filmmak-
ers alike.

Climate
The climate in Baru Mare is warm and temperate. Baru Mare has a significant amount of rainfall 
during the year, which is true even for the driest month. The average annual temperature is 10 °C 
and the precipitation averages 638 mm. In July, the average temperature is between 20-28 °C.

Transportation
Transportation to the above caves and tourist attractions will be facilitated or provided.

PARTICIPATION FEE - 30 Euro
Includes:
Access to all activities, exhibitions and presentations of the BALKAN CAVER’S CAMP 2018
Access to campus meal stands (with preferential prices)
Transportation to caves/tours/hiking trails
Festive dinner
Participation package (T-shirt, merchandise, souvenirs)
Prizes

Accommodation
There will be a camping site in Baru Mare. The facilities will include tent spaces, showers, equip-
ment washing facilities, drinking water, toilets, meals area, Wi-Fi, electric power supply for 
campers.

Camping: 
2.5 EUR/person/night
In campus:
Double bed room - 11 EUR/person/night
Room with 6 beds - 7 EUR/person/night
Room with 8 beds -  5.5 EUR/person/night
O� campus:
Accommodation at the villagers (2** hotel conditions) - 9 EUR/person/night
Pension - 11 EUR/person/night
Hotel - 20 EUR/person/night (breakfast included)

Meals
The “Babeș-Bolyai” University Campus in Baru Mare will host most of the participants and here 
all seminars, scientific presentations and artistic events will be held.
Meals will be available at preferential prices on site.

Exhibitions and presentations
The presentations will be held in the afternoons and/or evennings, as they will be scheduled 
and announced.

Photography contests
Every country is invited to take part in SpeoArta photography & video contest.
Submission of photographs and videos should comply with the rules and regulations presented 
on the website: www.speo-arta.ro

BSU General Assembly Meeting (GAM)
The GAM of BSU is scheduled on the 6th July 2018 at 09:00 hours, Meeting Room 1 in the 
“Babeș-Bolyai” University Campus in Baru Mare.

Exhibitor’s Stands
There will also be a space specifically reserved for exhibition stands. Every country will be able 
to display material such as photographs of caves, explorations, research and any other material 
relevant to caving. All displayed material will form an exhibition, which will be open to the 
public during the entire event.

How to get to Baru Mare
The closest international airport is Sibiu, which is 2-3 driving hours away from Baru Mare. Alter-
native international airports are in Timisoara or Bucharest.

Passports and Visas
• For citizens of European Union countries no visa is required. What is needed is a valid pass-
port, ID, or any other valid document of identification.
• For citizens of most non-Schengen countries a visa is required. Visitors from those countries 
should ask for information at the local Romanian embassies or consulates, or ask their travel 
agents.
Once you get to Baru Mare, there will be signs and banners facilitating access to the campus 
and the secretariat of the 12th BALKAN CAVER’S CAMP.

For registration to the event please visit balkancaverscamp.comhttps://balkancaverscamp.com

For registration to the event please visit balkancaverscamp.comhttps://balkancaverscamp.com


